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IN THE CLAIMS 

Amendments To The Claims: 

This Listing of Claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 , (Currently Amended) An engine control unit for controlling operation of a 
vehicle engine provided with power supply means for receiving a power from an external 
power source and supplying a power required for the engine control unit, 
the engine control unit comprising: 

unit disconnection detecting means for detecting that the engine control unit is 
disconnected from the external power source and that the engine control unit is connected 
to the external power source* 

means for determining a change in voltage from the e xternal power source where 
the change in voltage is a sudden decrease in voltage or is a v oltage in the vicinity of QV 
for a period of time, and 

storage means for storing predetermined information, 

wherein the engine control unit stores an engine stop flag in the storage means 
when disconnection of the engine control unit is detected by the unit disconnection 
detecting means and dooo not permit or when there is a sudden decrea se in voltage or 
when there is a voltage in the vicinity of 0V for a period of time detec ted bv the change 
in voltage determining means, said engine control unit permitting operation of the engine 
for a predetermined time period in the case where the engine stop flag is stored in the 
storage means when connection of the engine control unit io d e t e ct e d . 

2. (Original) An engine control unit according to Claim 1 wherein the engine 
control unit permits operation of the engine according to the result of collation between 
an ID code received from the outside and the ID code which is registered in advance. 
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3. (Original) An engine control unit according to Claim 1 wherein the engine 
control unit also stops operation of control systems which are not used for controlling the 
engine for a predetermined time period in the case where the engine stop flag is stored in 
the storage means when a power is supplied from the external power source. 

4. (Original) An engine control unit according to Claim 1 wherein the unit 
disconnection detecting means observes an input voltage based on variations in the input 
voltage at the power supply means and, when the voltage has not reached a 
predetermined value for more than a certain period of time, determines that the engine 
control unit is disconnected. 

5 . (Original) An engine control unit according to Claim 3 wherein the control 
systems comprises a pump control system or a meter control system. 
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